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Acting Governor Ipulasi honors Veterans and fallen 
soldiers for sacrifices 

 
     (UTULEI) – Acting Governor Ipulasi Aitofele Sunia honored the servicemen and servicewomen of 
the nation and the Territory, past and present, at the annual Veterans Day Ceremony on Monday, 
November 12, 2007, at Veterans Memorial Stadium in Tafuna. 
     Acting Governor Ipulasi spoke about the solemn tradition to honor “our veterans, our armed forces, 
Toa o Samoa, men and women in uniform who stood guard 24-7 so that may live freely, free to 
worship, free to speak, free to work and free to play.” He paid tribute to all loved ones who made the 
ultimate sacrifice. 
     “To the families of veterans and soldiers, know that your father, husband, mother, wife, son, 
daughter, brother, sister, uncle or aunt, did not die in vain,” said Acting Gov. Ipulasi. “They committed 
their lives to this service because they wanted you and I to live in a free world.” 
     Acting Governor Ipulasi said, as Samoans, the Territory has a unique opportunity to deeply reflect 
about how “our own history and lives” have been shaped by wars, and by military administration in the 
previous century.  
     “And as we celebrate and enjoy being inheritors of a free and democratic society in this peaceful part 
of the planet, let us not forget that our Toa o Samoa and other brave soldiers are still, at this very hour, 
fighting our number one enemy at the moment --terrorism,” said Acting Governor Ipulasi. 
     The Acting Governor’s speech also included a moment of silence to respect the memories of all sons 
and daughters “who gave their lives so the rest of us may continue to live in a free society.” 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Acting Governor Ipulasi honors Veterans and fallen soldiers  (from page 1) 
     “Most recently, Toa o Samoa – Avealalo Milo and Lui Tumanuvao. To their families, children, parents and friends, I want to 
say on behalf of the people of American Samoa that we grieve with you, and we are very proud and we are indebted to your 
fallen sons.  
     The observance featured a tribute to six fallen soldiers who were killed this year: Army SGT. Lui Tumanuvao, Army SPC 
Avealalo Milo, Army PFC David Tipo To'omalatai, Army SGT Raymond S. Seva'aetasi, Army PFC Timothy R. Vimoto, Milo, 
and Army PFC Jason Levi. 
     Acting Governor Ipulasi placed six flower ula on six soldier memorial of combat boots, weapon and Kevlar, that symbolized 
the fallen soldiers, strategically placed on a platform on the field. 
     Also honored were three Samoans, who did not die in action, but passed away this year. Reservists Save Moana and Mikaele 
Mikaele Jr. who served in Iraq, and Elizabeth Unutoa, based out of Fort Bragg, Georgia., who had also served in Iraq. 
     Mrs. Fuala'au Tago Lancaster, a retired U.S. Army Officer, read the Governor’s Veterans Day proclamation at the ceremony. 
     Acting Governor Ipulasi expressed his sincere thanks to High Talking Chief Paogofie Fiaigoa and his staff for another 
successful Veterans Day celebration.  
     He also thanked and commended the JROTCs of Fagaitua, Kanana Fou, Leone, Samoana and Tafuna High Schools for their 
participation, as well as “the wonderful voices” of the choirs from Pava’ia’i and Tafuna Elementary Schools, and “the 
sensational” Fatuoaiga Catholic Youth Band. 
     Acting Governor Ipulasi also gave special thanks for local Army Reservists and the American Samoa Chapter of the American 
Red Cross for taking part in the celerbation, and also to all those who were present at the Veterans Memorial Stadium, or the 
Malae o Lupelele, to pay tribute to our veterans.   

(Note:  See compelte text of Acting Gov. Ipulasi A. Sunia’s Veteran’s Day Address on page 10) 

Veterans Day 2007  Ceremony at 
Veterans Memorial Stadium 
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HISTORICAL NOTES 
By:  Stan Sorensen, Historian, Office of the Governor 
On November 13, 1946, the "Fono of All Samoa" convened at 
Mulinu'u to discuss the proposed United Nations Trusteeship 
Agreement with New Zealand's Assistant Secretary of External 
Affairs, Foss Shanahan. 
On November 14, 1915, Lauaki Namulau'ulu Mamoe, one of the 
leading orators of his time and a leader of the Mau a Pule, died on 
Tarawa in the Gilbert Islands. He was en route to Samoa from 
Saipan in the Mariana Islands, whence he had been exiled by the 
Germans. 
On November 14, 1942, planning was begun by the U.S. Navy 
Seabees and Marines to build a road which would bisect the 
island of 'Upolu, thus enabling "rapid dispersal of troops and 
mobile equipment in the event of ground forces attack by the 
enemy."  
On November 15, 1898, after a great fono in Mulinu'u, Mata'afa 
Iosefo was declared "King." This news was relayed to the Three 
Consuls and the Chief Justice. The Germans supported his claim, 
but Malietoa Tanumafili I and Tui A'ana Tupua Tamasese Lealofi 
I denied the legality of the election. Chief Justice William Lea 
Chambers agreed with them, and civil war once again erupted.  
On November 16, 1933, the police raided Mau leader Olaf 
Frederick Nelson's home in Tua'efu, Western Samoa and seized a 
great deal of documentation, which, according to Administrator 
Herbert Hart, contained "a good indication of the activities and 
intentions of the Mau, showing steady and regular progress in a 
definitive attempt towards  
control and government of the territory." 
On November 16, 1943, "more promotions for the [First] Samoan 
Battalion [U.S. Marine Corps Reserve] were authorized and two 
promotions to field cook, 18 promotions to corporal, and 6 promotions 
to assistant cook were made."  
On November 18, 1946, Western Samoa's "Fono of All Samoa" 
presented a letter to Foss Shanahan, New Zealand's Assistant 
Secretary for External Affairs, in which the members thanked 
New Zealand for its assistance, but expressed their complete 
opposition to the draft United Nations Trusteeship Agreement. 
The Fono asked for self-government, with New Zealand acting 
"as Protector and adviser to Samoa in the same capacity as 
England is to Tonga."  
On November 19, 1943, at the U.S. Naval Station Tutuila, the Ships' 
Service Department closed, with a cash balance certified by the Bank of 
Samoa to be $40,000. It was replaced by the Base Depot Post Exchange, 
operating the Naval Station Store as Branch No. 10. 
On November 20, 1839, the Reverend John Williams of the 
London Missionary Society, pioneer Christian missionary in 
Samoa and many other Pacific islands, was martyred on the island 
of Erromango in the New Hebrides at age 42. His assailants 
apparently thought that he was a "blackbirder," intent on 
kidnapping them for slave labor on the plantations of northern 
Australia. He was widely mourned, and became one of the best-
known martyrs of the mid-nineteenth century.  
On November 20, 1918, American Samoa's governor, Commander John 
Martin Poyer, offered to send volunteer medical personnel to Western 
Samoa to assist with the treatment of influenza victims. Western Samoa's 
Administrator, Lieutenant Colonel Robert Logan, pocketed Poyer's 
telegram and disconnected the telegraph, because he was too stubborn to 
accept aid, and "didn't like Americans." At least 8,500 people were killed 
by the flu in Western Samoa; probably the highest percentage of any 
country in the world. In American Samoa, which the Navy strictly 
quarantined, no one died; one of the few places which was not affected 
by the influenza pandemic. 
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ASG RADIO PROGRAM 
With:   Governor Togiola Tulafono 
On:   Showers of Blessings - FM 104.7 

Saturdays @ 7a.m.    
Call 699-8123 or 699-8124 

 

Governor Togiola wants to 
discuss territory’s relationship 

with the United States 
 
     Will American Samoa opt to become an independent nation, a 
Compact of Free Association, operate as another form of 
government, or choose the status quo? An answer to this 
question is being sought from the territory’s residents by 
Governor Togiola Tulafono who, during his weekend radio 
program, said that the people of American Samoa need to start 
thinking about the future of its current relationship with the 
United States. 
      
     Togiola said nothing about a constitutional convention. 
 
     Research and ‘fact finding missions’ to seek alternatives to the 
territory’s long standing ties with the US were carried out by the 
Future Political Status Study Commission whose final report has 
already been given to the Governor and the local Legislature.  
(The Fono held a public hearing to address the report and seek 
clarification from FPSSC chairman Tufele Li’amatua and 
Commission members at the Senate Guest Fale on November 
15th.) 
 
     Togiola said that the FPSSC has already done its job and it is 
now up to the territory to decide what form of government they 
feel will be most beneficial and appropriate for American Samoa. 

     Togiola’s call for a review of the territory’s political status 
came after the US State Department informed the governors of 
US pacific territories that their participation in the Pacific Island 
Forum Leaders meeting recently in Tonga required them to sit 
behind the US delegate to the conference. 

     The announcement did not go over well with the leaders from 
the other territories, all of whom didn’t want to attend the 
meeting under the stated condition. 
 
     The post Forum meeting did not even have a US delegate, 
which caused Togiola to question why the State Department 
would assign US territories to observe from the back burner 
when there was no representation by them at this particular 
meeting.   
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Gov. Togiola issues Executive Order to create Economic Advisory 
Council 

 
(UTULEI) – Governor Togiola Tulafono issued an Executive Order to establish the Economic Advisory Council on 
Thursday, November 15th, to bring a closer collaboration between the private sector and government in economic 
development. 
 
The Executive Order states that “driven by the rapidly changing, highly competitive global economy it is critical for 
both sectors to work towards aligning public and private community resources to ensure the design and execution of 
effective, long term economic policies for the Territory.” 
 
It was ordered by Governor Togiola that the Council be comprised of knowledgeable participants from both the 
government and the private sector.  The Council will advise the Governor on current and long-term economic policy 
programs. 
 
Members of the Council will be named soon. 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO.: 014-2007 
 
AN ORDER ESTABLISHING THE GOVERNOR’S ECONOMIC ADVISORY COUNCIL, PROVIDING 

FOR ITS PURPOSE, VISION, RESPONSIBILITIES, DURATION, AND MEMBERSHIP, AMONG 
OTHERS. 

 
Section 1. Purpose 
 
The Governor’s Economic Advisory Council (“Council”) is intended to bring a closer collaboration between the 
private sector and government in economic development.  Driven by the rapidly changing, highly competitive global 
economy it is critical for both sectors to work towards aligning public and private community resources to ensure the 
design and execution of effective, long term economic policies for the Territory.  The Council will be comprised of 
knowledgeable participants from both the government and the private sector.  The Council will advise the Governor 
on current and long-term economic policy programs. 
 
Section 2. Vision 
 
The vision of the council is to align government and private sectors in areas that will contribute to a healthy and 
strong economy. This will aid government in understanding, designing, and implementing economic development 
programs and policies that will meet American Samoa’s unique circumstances. These policies aim to improve the 
quality of life of the people of American Samoa through a market driven economy that is dynamic, enterprising, self-
sustaining, and responsible to changes and fluctuations in the global economy. Moreover, economic development 
initiatives will be respectful of the explicit desire of the American Samoan people as well as the United States 
Government to preserve the culture and language of the Samoan people to the greatest extent possible. 
 
Section 3. Responsibility 
 

• Areas of Responsibility for the Governor’s Economic Advisory Council shall be: 
 

• To advise the Governor on the formulation of a long-term economic development of American Samoa. 
 

• To advise the Governor on the development of specific policies and Action Plans.  (Continued on page 5) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Vol. II, No. 27                                            TAPUITEA                                                       Page 5 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO.: 014-2007  (continued from page 4) 
 
Section 4. Membership 
 
The Council shall consist of members to be appointed by the Governor. The Governor’s Senior Policy Advisor and 
the President of the Chamber of Commerce shall preside as Co-Chairpersons of the Council. 
 
Section 5. Meetings 
 
Meetings shall be held quarterly. The Governor may convene a meeting of the Council on an ad hoc basis in order to 
secure a recommendation of the Council membership on any specific economic initiative put forth for their review 
and advice. 
 
Section 6. Rules 
 
The Council shall develop and adopt procedures for the appropriate conduct of all business related to 
recommendations made by the Council for the Governor’s review and adoption. 
 
Section 7. Duration 
 
The Council shall exist for a period of two years from the effective date of this Order unless otherwise ordered by 
subsequent Executive Order. This Order is effective immediately. 
 

Dated: November 16, 2007. 
 

TOGIOLA T. A. TULAFONO 
Governor of American Samoa

ABC Board cracking down on non-compliant beer vendors 

     Local vendors with licenses to sell alcoholic beverages are being carefully monitored by the Alcohol Beverage Control Board 
whose members are not hesitant to hand down punishments that include license suspension and even criminal prosecution. 
     ABC Board chairman Nuutai Sonny Thompson has reminded all store owners that alcohol is not to be consumed within 150 
feet of any store. He said that there have been too many instances whereby people were purchasing alcohol and drinking them 
near store parking lots and in the surrounding area. 
     According to Nuutai, alcohol is not allowed to be brought in or taken out of any taverns, nightclubs, and restaurants. 
     “This is the law,” Nuutai said. “No alcohol is to come in to or go out of any of these places.” 
     Any vendors who do not comply with the rules and regulations are warned that the ABC Board does not take lightly to 
noncompliance, which includes selling alcohol after 10 p.m. from Monday through Saturday, selling alcohol at any time on 
Sunday and Election Day, and selling alcoholic beverages to people under 21 years old. 
     First time offenders will be suspended for 30 days, while a 60-day suspension will be imposed on second time offenders. 
     Third time offenders will have their license revoked and could face an even harsher punishment like possible prosecution. 
     “We have suspended stores in the past, depending on the circumstances,” Nuutai pointed out, adding that they are not 
hesitant to impose the proper punishment on any businesses that disregard the law. 
     In addition to Nuutai, the ABC Board consists of six members that are required by law to meet quarterly (every three 
months). 
     However, meetings are held more frequently “because we can’t afford to wait for three months at a time,” Nuutai said, 
referring to the fact that there are close to 150 vendors including stores, restaurants, and nightclubs on island that are licensed to 
sell alcohol. 
     “We are doing what we can to accommodate the public to ensure that everyone is safe,” Nuutai concluded. 
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ASG Treasury will not pay federally 
funded salaries without grantor approval

ASG Treasurer Velega Savali will not approve 
anymore federally funded salaries unless he receives 
written approval from the grantor that the payments are 
allowable. 

     Written approval from federal grantors will now be required before ASG 
Treasurer Velega Savali agrees to pay any government employees whose salaries 
are federally funded. 
     Currently, as has been the practice in the past years, the ASG would cover the 
salaries and wait to be reimbursed after the funds are drawn down. However, 
Velega says that this system is now history. 
     He said that he is tired of being blamed for the significantly high number of 
transfers which generally occur when charges are transferred from one account to 
another just to make ends meet until the federal funds are available. 
     According to Velega, several departments have tried to work on arrangements 
with the payroll division to charge salaries to different accounts until 
reimbursements can be made when the federal grants are drawn down.   
     But Velega, who has often described the transfer of funds as “a big mess,” said  

that to avoid anymore confusion, he will not approve any payments funded under federal grants unless he receives written 
notification from a federal guarantor that the charges are allowable. 
     ASG audits have revealed numerous instances of transferring charges from one account to another and Velega said that his new 
policy is the first step in trying to straighten out a big problem that he believes was ignored for many years and should have been 
addressed earlier. 
     One government director, whose office is federally funded, said that there should be no problems as an agreement has been in 
place for many years, whereby ASG covers the salaries until the federal funds are drawn down – (usually three months into the 
start of a new fiscal year). 
     “This may have been the practice for many years but it stops now!” Velega said. He reiterated that unless the department 
submits a written guarantee from the federal grantor that funds will be available to cover payroll, payments will not be approved. 
     And there’s no way around it. Velega says that a system is in place to ensure that once an account is blocked, absolutely no 
checks can be issued. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tafuna Housing occupants may be required to pay rental fees by next year 
 

     American Samoa Government offices, agencies, and other organizations currently operating out of the Tafuna Housing 
compound could be required to pay rental charges by next year. 
     Department of Administrative Services director Nuutai Sonny Thompson, who oversees the Tafuna Housing said that 
currently, ASG offices like the Department of Education, the Tourism Office, the Department of Human and Social Services, 
the Territorial Energy Office, the Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps, the American Samoa National Olympic Committee, 
and the Centers for Families of Individuals with Developmental Disabilities (CFIDD) are operating free of charge out of homes 
at the Tafuna Housing. 
     Most of the homes being used are located near the Territorial Correctional Facility. 
     Nuutai said that by January 2008, he will be looking at perhaps charging rental fees for the current as well as future occupants, 
as another source of revenue for the American Samoa Government. 
     “This is prime ASG real estate and even though some of the houses are being used as offices by some government 
departments and organizations, we are continuing to repair some of the other rundown homes that have been unoccupied for 
years,” Nuutai said. 
     If he had it his way, Nuutai said that he would tear down all the homes and build newer stateside homes that are two-story 
and up to par with today’s standards. 
     In past years, government contract workers who were housed at the Tafuna Housing would often complain, through the 
media, about the condition of the homes which included leaks, bug infestation, never-ending electrical problems, and poor 
overall appearance. 
     Since taking the helm as DAS director, Nuutai has enforced strict guidelines about how the yards should be maintained and 
keeping the compound litter free. He has been known to send some of his employees to visit the homes to conduct inspections 
to ensure that proper maintenance of the grounds was being carried out.  
     “If people can’t take care of their surroundings and keep the area clean, then this is not the place for them,” he said in an 
earlier interview.
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“This airport runway is now renewed so that 
history is maintained and carried on and 

passed on to our future generations. Renewal 
work contains the spirit of the past and the 
efforts of the present so that this significant 
piece of history can live on in the future,”  

said Governor Togiola. 

Governor Togiola opens new-and-improved airport runway 8/26 
 
     (UTULEI) – Governor Togiola Tulafono rededicated Runway 8-26 at 
Pago Pago International Airport in Tafuna on Noverber 16th after the 
completion of renovation and air strip extension work. 
     In a ceremony near the runway, which is the left runway towards 
Industrial Park, Governor Togiola said the $6.8 million runway renewal 
project is to help for safe operations of local airlines and the safe 
transportation of passengers. 
     “This much-needed project places the importance of runway 8-26 to 
our airport because it assists in our efficiency as an airport. Better 
efficiency in every aspect of our airport operations will lead to increased 
productivity and a higher level of passenger satisfaction as we 
accommodate our current passenger air traffic,” said Governor Togiola. 
“By working closely with our airline partners, we can foster a mutually 
beneficial environment for everyone.” 

     Governor Togiola expressed his gratitude to Port Administration 
Director Matagi Ray Mailo McMoore and his department, and 
construction companies McConnell Dowell and Fulton Hogan for 
the completion of the runway rehabilitation project. 
     “I wish to say thank you to you all for your hard work and 
dedication in making the improvements on the runway for the safety 
of our passengers and all our airlines and aircrafts that will utilize 
Runway 8-26 for landing and as a taxiway,” said Governor Togiola. 
“We also thank God for his blessings in making this a reality and it 
my our hope that we will maintain it and care for it and continue its 
good use.” 
     Governor Togiola in his remarks reminisced about the old 8/26 runway, which was built in 1943 of hard-packed coral, and the 
role it played in the past to resist a formidable enemy. 

     “For over 60 years, Runway 8-26 has been part of our airport. And our 
airport is a historical airport. It was built to support the war efforts of our 
nation in the defense of the world against the advance of Japanese rule,” said 
Governor Togiola. “If anyone asks ‘what was American Samoa good for?’ 
We can proudly say we were good for a lot, and in response to those that 
challenge the strategic value of the Territory to the United States in the 
South Pacific.” 
     Governor Togiola reflected on the past use of the old runway where 
airplanes delivered cargo, provisions and machinery during World War II. 
He also said the rededication of the runway is an important historical event 
for American Samoa. 
     “This airport runway is now renewed so that history is maintained and 
carried on and passed on to our future generations. Renewal work contains 
the spirit of the past and the efforts of the present so that this significant 
piece of history can live on in the future,” said Governor Togiola. 

     With the renewal of the old runway, Governor Togiola cited other renovations in American Samoa -- Government House on 
Maugaoali’i and H. Rex Lee Auditorium - Fale Laumei -- as examples of maintaining historical facilities. 
     “We have renewed the Territory’s historical mansion and recently completed renewal of that very important building where the 
inaugural South Pacific Conference was held. We’ve renewed it and added on to it so that we can maintain its historical importance. 
And now the rehabilitation of this historical runway of our airport,” said Governor Togiola. “May these assets be valuable assets for 
our government, and may they be historical assets so that the children of our children will look back and say that they have a piece 
of that history to enjoy and use for their air transportation needs.” 
     In hearing of stories from the construction crew about the frequent breakdown of heavy equipment during the six-month 
project, Governor Togiola said, perhaps these stories stem from the living spirit of those who originally built the runway.  
     “Culturally, their spirit may continue to live here and I know they must have objected, initially, on some basis, and at the end, 
they, too, enjoy these renewal efforts on this runway. This runway, after all, sits on the old part of the traditional alatutu’i. There is a 
lot of cultural history and political history here,” said Governor Togiola.  (Continued on page 8) 
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 Airport runway 8/26   (from page 7) 
 
 In 2003, a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) engineering assessment of the runway concluded that the runway pavement 
required resurfacing and re-strengthening for the safety of aircraft use. 
     “Runway 8-26 required a bit of work due to it being very old and the many years of use,” said 
Director Matagi. “It had developed many surface cracks and poor surface drainage.” 
     FAA provided funding of $6.8 million for the rehabilitation project. 
     The old runway was 3,000 feet long and now has been extended 800 feet with a width of a 100 
feet and 40 foot shoulders, and will be used, again, as taxiway for larger aircrafts, such as Hawaiian 
Air and military planes, that land on main Runway 5-23. 
     The rehabilitation work included installation of new edge lights, markings and signage, a new 
dense and grooved asphalt pavement to ensure better drainage on rainy days and also for better 
friction for the landing and take off of smaller aircrafts.  

     “May Runway 8-26 continue to be of help for safe 
operations of our airlines and the safe transportation 
of our people,” said Governor Togiola. 
     First Lady Mary Ann Tulafono had the honors of 
cutting the ribbon to officially open the new runway.  
     Also in attendance at the ceremony was Rev. Ned Ripley of CCCAS - Fagatogo, 
who offered the opening and closing prayer, FAA Resident Director Leaoina Smitty 
Lutu, representatives of the construction companies, representatives of the local 
airlines, members of Cabinet – Tuiteleleapaga Peseta - Territorial Administration On 
Aging, Alaalamua L. Filoiali’i - Criminal Justice Planning Agency, Seui La’au - 
Procurement, Taeaotui Punaofo Tilei - Public Works, Mrs. Le’ala Pili - Council on 
Arts, Culture & Humanities, and staff of the Department of Port Administration.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public urged not to buy or consume any food items or medication with non-
English labels 

Department of Health medical director Dr. Ivan Tuliau is urging the public not to purchase or consume any over-the-counter 
drugs, medication, or food items with labels written in any other language besides English. 
 
Over the past months, several members of the community have voiced their concern over the increasing number of medication 
and food items with Asian labels being sold in stores across the territory. 
 
Most of the items in question are being sold in Asian owned and operated businesses. 
 
Last month, drug manufacturing plants in China and other areas in the Far East were the target of investigations which revealed 
that over 75% of the drug manufacturing plants located there did not undergo any inspection by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), which approves most of the items being sold in the US and its territories. 
 
This adds to the growing concern that what consumers may be ingesting could place them at risk for serious and unnecessary 
health problems.  
 
Tuliau said that the best way to stay safe is to avoid purchasing any consumable item that is labeled in a foreign language and not 
approved by the FDA. 
 
Tuliau said that employees from the Department of Health conduct routine checks in different stores to look for such items, 
including products that may be on the shelves well past the noted expiration date. 
 
According to Tuliau, DOH employees have the power to remove the items from the store shelves but store owners and 
members of the business community can help by doing their part in removing the items voluntarily. 
 
Tuliau is also calling on the Customs Division of the Treasury Department to keep a closer watch on items being imported into 
the territory.  
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ASCC Business instuctor Dr. Faofua Fa'atoafe 
(far left) and her students prepare to make a generous donation of food 

and other items to the residents of Fatuoaiga. (Photo: J. Kneubuhl) 

ASCC Students Donate Goods and Services to Fatuoaiga 
By James Kneubuhl, ASCC Press Officer 

 
 The residents at Fatuoaiga received a special pre-Thanksgiving treat this past Tuesday evening when Business students from 
the American Samoa Community College (ASCC) made a generous donation of food and supplies to the facility as part of their 
Service Learning project.  ASCC Business Department chairperson Dr. Faofua Fa’atoafe, who organized the Service Learning 
project, said that the donation included 30 rolls of fabric, eight cases of saimin, over 40 bars of soap, a basketful of body lotion, 
baby powder, and hair-gel, a cooler of fresh niu, baskets of: avocado, papaya, and bananas, cans of tea biscuits, and two buckets of 
laundry detergent. 

 The Business students, along with officials from the 
College, made the donation during a ceremony which included 
dinner and entertainment for the Fatuoaiga residents. “The students 
did not do any fundraising activities to pay for these items,” said Dr. 
Fa’atoafe. “They made this gift through their own resources, from 
the heart.” For their Service Learning project this semester, 16 
Business students have visited Fatuoaiga twice a week to assist the 
staff in preparing the patients for dinner, and to socialize afterwards 
with the elderly residents.  “We take them for walks, play the ukulele 
and sing songs, and even tell stories,” said Dr. Fa’atoafe. “The 
presentation of the gift represents a celebration of our sharing with 
these individuals, but not the end, since this Service Learning 
project still has a few more weeks to go.”  
 The group of ASCC Business students participating in the 
Service Learning project comprises volunteers from a variety of 
classes in the department, such as Business Communication, 
Business Math, Financial Math, Accounting, Business Law, 
and Economics. When asked how volunteering to assist at 
Fatuoaiga relates to Business studies, Dr. Fa’atoafe explained the 
importance of community engagement to success in the business 

field. “Filling unmet needs in the community through direct and necessary service enables students to give of themselves, and enter 
into caring relationships with others,” she said. “Successful businesses receive support from the community, so they have a 
responsibility to give something back. We call this Service Learning project ‘Business: Classroom and Beyond – Showing the Way’, 
and it gives the students the opportunity to learn firsthand about building support by giving support.”  
 Two visitors from the Hawaii/Pacific Island Campus Compact, the Honolulu-based agency which funds selected Service 
Learning activities in the 50th State as well as the American territories in the Pacific, joined the Business students for the Fatuoaiga 
ceremony. Executive Network Director Atina Pascua and State Network Director Denise Pierson spent four days on island 
observing the many Service Learning projects currently underway in American Samoa. “We make site visits to all of the projects 
funded by the Compact at least once every 18 months,” explained Pascua. “Most of these projects take place in Hawaii, but in 
recent years American Samoa, Guam and the Northern Marianas have also embraced the Service Learning concept.” 
 Besides participating in the Fatuoaiga ceremony, Pascua and Pierson observed other ASCC Service Learning projects, 
including a demonstrations of music reading and orchestra instruments by Music students under the direction of Namulauulu Dr. 
Paul Pouesi for the children of the Congregational Christian Church in Vatia, as well as an oral history project in the same village 
organized by Tamari Mulitalo-Cheung of the Samoan Studies Institute. At the Center for Families of Individuals with 
Developmental Disabilities, they watched students of the College’s English Language Institute tutor children with learning 
disabilities under the supervision of instructor Florangel Calumpang. They dropped in at Pava’ia’i Elementary School, where 
instructors Larry Purcell and Sonny Leomiti have set up a Service Learning project in which their students from the Teacher 
Education and Technology Department share their knowledge with working teachers. “The College has found an impressive variety 
of ways to combine the learning experience with service to the community,” remarked Pierson, who along with Pascua commended 
ASCC Service Learning Coordinator Elisapeta Faalafi-Jones for steadily developing the program over the years to the point where 
most of the College’s academic departments now find it easy to participate. 
 With the Business students’ project at Fatuoaiga winds down along with the fall 2007 semester, Dr. Faatoafe says she will 
continue utilizing Service Learning to enhance the educational experience of her students through activities both on and off island. 
Through careful planning, and primarily through funds they raised themselves, Dr. Fa’atoafe and a group of her students made the 
first ASCC Service Learning visit off island when they traveled to Apia in 2005. The next year, they took the idea one step further 
by traveling all the way to New Zealand, where they alternated between working on community projects and touring of some of the 
country’s major businesses.  (Continued on page 10) 
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Sisters in charge of the residents 
at Fatuoaiga accept a generous 
donation of food an other items 
from ASCC Business students. 
(l-r) ASCC Service Learning 

Coordinator Elisapeta Faalafi-
Jones, Sister Antonia of 

Fatuoaiga, Denise Pierson and 
Atina Pascua of 

Hawaii/Pacific Islands Campus 
Compact, Sister Shiela of 

Fatuoaiga, and ASCC 
Business instructor Dr. Faofua 

Fa'atoafe. 
(Photo: J. Kneubuhl) 

ASCC Students Donate Goods and Services to Fatuoaiga   (from page 9) 
“A project involving travel off 
island can only happen once in 
awhile, and only when students will 
commit themselves to all the work 
involved with making it happen,” 
concluded Dr. Fa’atoafe, “but it 
still shows how far you can go 
through learning while helping 
others.” 
 Dr. Fa’atoafe expressed her 
gratitude to the parents of her 
students for their generous support 
of the Business Department’s 
Service Learning projects, and also 
to her fellow instructors in the 
department, Lam Yuen Lam Yuen 
and Norma Lefiti, for their own 
contributions. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VETERANS DAY ADDRESS by Acting Governor Ipulasi Aitofele Sunia
 
     “In the year 1918, on the 11th day of November, nations of the Allies entered into a peace treaty with Germany and 
the other Central Powers to end World War I. In the years that followed, the free world commemorated the 
anniversary date of this peace treaty, as Armistice Day.  
     In 1954, Armistice Day was proclaimed in the United States as Veterans Day. A holiday specially designated so that 
Americans, wherever they may be, pay tribute to the contribution and heroism of veterans and those currently serving 
in her armed forces. 
     We are gathered here in recognition of this solemn tradition to honor them --our veterans, our armed forces, Toa o 
Samoa, men and women in uniform-- who stood guard 24-7, whom in million occasions made the ultimate sacrifice so 
that we, in Samoa, and nationals and citizens of the other territories and of the 50 states, and all of our allied nations, 
may live freely, free to worship, free to speak, free to work and free to play. 
     To the families of veterans and soldiers: Know that your father, husband, mother, wife, son, daughter, brother, 
sister, uncle or aunt, did not die in vain. They committed their lives to this service because they wanted you and I to 
live in a free world.  
     Last Saturday night, Governor Togiola Tulafono thanked the leaders and people of Samoa for officially recognizing 
America’s Veterans Day on the soils of Samoa. He reminded them that by acknowledging Veterans Day in Samoa, 
they were honoring the sacrifice made by our sons and daughters from Savai’i, Upolu, Apolima, and Manono, who 
proudly served under the American Flag, to secure peace and freedom in the world.  
     So, on this Veterans Day, as we honor our soldiers who bravely fought in past and present wars, we as Samoans 
have a unique opportunity to deeply reflect about how our own history and lives have been shaped by wars, and by 
military administration in the previous century.  
And as we celebrate and enjoy being inheritors of a free and democratic society in this peaceful part of the planet, let 
us not forget that our Toa o Samoa and other brave soldiers are still, at this very hour, fighting our number one enemy 
at the moment: Terrorism.  
     And may I ask that we remain quiet for 10 seconds to respect the memories of all of our sons and daughters who 
gave their lives so the rest of us may continue to live in a free society. Most recently, Toa o Samoa – Army Specialist 
Avealalo Milo and Army Sergeant Lui Tumanuvao. To their families, children, parents and friends, I want to say on 
behalf of the people of American Samoa that we grieve with you, but we are very proud and we are indebted to your 
fallen sons.  
     I ask the people of our Territory to keep them and all families who have lost loved ones in our hearts, and in our 
prayers.” 
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Governor Togiola launch SDSU Master’s Program, Counseling Cohort 
 
     (UTULEI) – Governor Togiola Tulafono launched the Master's Degree Program in Leadership and Counseling offered by San 
Diego State University (SDSU) in a brief ceremonyat the Office of the Governor on Friday, November 9th. 
     Initiated by Governor Togiola Tulafono, this is the first time the American Samoa Government is offering the rare opportunity 
for ASG employees to pursue a graduate program that is fully sponsored by the ASG Professional Development Scholarship 
Program. 
     Governor Togiola joined Scholarship Board Chairman Reverend Ned Ripley and Board Member Fofo I.F. Sunia in welcoming 
Dr. Fred McFarlane of SDSU's Rehabilitation and Post-Secondary Education and Interwork Institute and the 26 local candidates 
that will be pursuing a graduate degree in the program. (See text of Gov. Togiola and Dr. Fred Macfarlane’s remarks below.) 
     The first course of the Master's program will begin on November 10th. 

 
GOVERNOR TOGIOLA’S REMARKS 

 
     Today marks the launching of one of the most ambitious and far reaching programs of this Administration. Our goal is to 
improve the services we offer as a government – to our people. To do that, we need to upgrade the qualification and skills of our 
core of public servants. I have said this often enough in the past, and today, we are on the move. 
     After reviewing our most critical areas of services, we decided to begin this manpower upgrade with the counseling services. 
Why? It is because we are a society in transition. Most of the developments today are new to our people. 
     Our hopes for tomorrow can almost be described in one word: Education. We selected school counseling because of its critical 
role in education. Counseling is a job performed by educators who work mostly in the background and is not often visible to the 
public. When we think of schools, we usually think of schoolteachers. For teachers to be successful in their task, children should be 
prepared to learn. Teachers need to be comfortable in their classroom concentration, and parents need to be responsive and in tune 
with what goes on in the schools. The school must reflect a true learning environment. Our schools will never become "good 
schools" unless all these elements are properly blended. That is where our school counselors come in. They are coordinators who 
see to it that all elements are properly interfaced. They are a special breed of educators. 
     We say often that we want better schools, and we want them as quickly as possible. Upgrading the school counseling services is 
one of the keys to that expedited improvement. That is a fact of today's public school system. 
     Most of the services offered by our Department of Human and Social Services are new, or at least have not been attended to 
before. Such as child abuse, anger management, domestic violence, abandonment, child sex abuse and so on. The idea of offering 
counseling services to our people in these critical areas of people development is a great need. It is irresponsible to think we can just 
offer counseling without a special solid education background and, special training. Again, because we are a society in transition. 
We need to counsel with patience, understanding, and dedicated to helping our people. 
     When you have the educational background and training, you have the basic qualifications to be a good counselor. That is why 
Department of Human and Social Services (DHSS) counselors fill a number of slots in this cohort. We want to see their skills and 
competence upgraded. I believe that when a worker knows what they are doing, they will do it well. I am confident this higher level 
of education will provide a solid foundation for these young counselors. 
     I know counseling is needed in other areas of government services, and they are probably wondering why they were not 
included here. Let me tell you now that we plan to cover all areas of public services in this upgrade program. This is only the start. 
     Without going into details at this time, I want to briefly say that we are preparing for the start of cohort in government 
accounting in January. One in law enforcement will follow that. My hope is that in five years time, we have covered all of our basic 
government services in these skills and qualification upgrade effort. It is a major undertaking for ASG, and it is one that is long 
overdue. 
     I thank San Diego State University for making this venture possible. Let me say that all of the participants applied to the 
university, as any students applying for a graduate degree program. The university reviewed all applications. A team from the 
university visited the schools where applicants work, and also the DHSS offices and reviewed their field work to make sure that the 
courses offered are pertinent to American Samoa’s needs, and that the applicants are qualified to attend this program, and that the 
program will increase their knowledge and improve their services. 
     I want to also thank DOE Director Dr. Claire Poumele and her staff for adding this program to their schedules and making sure 
it comes to reality. Rev. Ned Ripley and your Board, I thank you for your continued service to our people as evidenced by this 
presentation. 
     And finally to our participants, I compare you to astronauts chosen at the start of America's space program. It is a rare 
opportunity. The success of your efforts will determine the direction and conduct of this program in the future. And yes, we are 
aiming for the stars in this program. Your government is doing all it can to prepare you. At the end of this mission, believe me, you 
will be better public servants.  Be serious about the opportunity to serve your people. It is a sacred calling.   

(See page 12 for DR. FRED MACFARLANE’S REMARKS) 
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DR. FRED MACFARLANE’S REMARKS  (on launching of SDSU Master’s program from page 11) 
 
I bring greetings to you from San Diego State University President Stephen L. Weber. This is a unique opportunity for our 
institution, and for our partnership, to work with the American Samoa Government. And for us, more importantly, working with 
the students who are now part of SDSU. 
 
We have 35,000 students on our campus, and 18% are graduate students, which include your participation. We have students from 
80 different countries. We are proud to be a people’s university. 
 
One of our primary focuses at our campus, in its strategic vision, has been to open up education for individuals throughout the 
corners of the world. This is an extension of those opportunities. 
 
I want to comment on points made by the Governor. I believe today, my learning continues to grow. One of the challenges for 
each of our students, while it is a beginning to a formal degree, it is not going to culminate in the end of your learning. To be a true 
adult learner, it begins as soon as possible, and continues through our lifetime. 
 
It is our intent in working with you to foster education, and to foster it both with colleagues here, and throughout your 
government. We know that the challenges that you must face are significant. From economic to work force development, to 
environment, to a whole series of issues. But it all comes down to having an educated group of individuals who works together, 
who build together, and make changes. 
 
I’m a strong and passionate advocate for education. Not just because I’m an educator, but I’m also a father, and grandfather. And I 
know, as we shape learning in my six-month-old grandson, or my 12-year-old granddaughter, or my 40-year-old son, or myself, the 
key to being independent, and to being productive, and to being a contributing member of society, is education. 
 
We consider it an honor to be able to enter in this agreement with you. We believe that as we share education together, as we share 
counseling and leadership together, that it will benefit not just these students, but also, everyone that they touch. 
 
To you students, you are now a part of us. You are now a part of 35,000 strong and 200,000 alumni that we have from San Diego 
State University. The quality of your education, the quality of your degree, is based on the commitment and energy in the learning 
that each and every one of you put into it. 
 
We will send the highest-level faculty here. Their role will be to stimulate learning. Yours will be to apply that learning in your 
environment. What we want to do is move theory into practice. So, within each of your courses, and more importantly, throughout 
the degree, we would hope that your studies will on what will improve the quality of education through counseling and leadership in 
DOE and DHSS.  
 
Each one of you will be involved in completing a research study. What we expect is the the research that you enter into will have a 
direct application in American Samoa. It’s not about what makes sense in San Diego. It’s about what makes sense in American 
Samoa. So, we want you to be able to look at issues for change, issues for improvement, and issues that will improve the quality of 
education and the quality of life for you, your families and your community. 
 
Governor Togiola, we look forward to this educational opportunity. We believe that we can learn together with you. And as long as 
we have that partnership and make education for each individual paramount importance, we know that they will make a difference. 
 
I look forward to two years from now when you. Governor, will be able to sit with us and we will confer the Master’s degree to all 
these colleagues here. That will be a great celebration. But, it won’t be a commencement that ends their learning; it will only be one 
step in their continued learning. I wish each of you the very best. I look forward to working with you and you teaching us during 
the course of the next two years. 
 
Governor, I commend you for making this an effort. And I totally commend the Scholarship Board for working with us, the 
support in putting this together just has been phenomenal and we’re starting with everything on track. 
 
Governor Togiola, thank you for your leadership and thank you for your commitment to education. 


